CITY COUNCIL AGENDA REPORT

MEETING DATE: APRIL 18, 2017 ITEM NUMBER: NB-4

SUBJECT: REMANDING DECISIONS ON CERTAIN APPLICATIONS AFFECTED BY CODE
AMENDMENT CO-17-02 BACK TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

DATE: APRIL 6, 2017
FROM: DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT
PRESENTATION BY: SHERI VANDER DUSSEN, AICP, INTERIM ASSISTANT

DIRECTOR

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sheri Vander Dussen (714) 754-5617
Sheri.vanderdussen@costamesaca.gov

RECOMMENDATION:

Adopt the attached resolution remanding appeals of Planning Commission decisions
regarding certain conditional use permit and special use permit back to the Planning
Commission; and remanding all past decisions regarding requests for reasonable
accommodations filed in conjunction with group home applications back to the Director of
Development Services for further consider.

ANALYSIS:

The City has initiated modifications to the City’s regulations for group homes and
licensed alcohol and drug treatment facilities in the City’s residential zones. These
code amendments are scheduled for City Council review on April 18 as a prior agenda
item. In addition, the composition of the Planning Commission changed in February of
2017. Several decisions made by the former Planning Commission have been
appealed to the City Council. In addition, one public hearing was concluded by the
former Planning Commission to be brought back to the Commission at a subsequent
meeting for consideration of a resolution of denial. Four of the five members of the
current Commission were not present during these hearings, and did not participate
therein. Given that there are a number of applications for group homes and licensed
alcohol and drug treatment facilities pending before the City, and these pending
applications will be reviewed under the revised regulations, it is appropriate for the City
to ensure that decisions made are consistent. Therefore, depending on the actions
taken by the Council on the related code amendments, the Council may choose to
remand decisions that have been appealed back to the Planning Commission for
reconsideration, and to remand decisions made regarding requests for reasonable
accommodations back to the Director of Development Services. Decisions made by the
appropriate approving authority will still be subject to appeal.



The applicants who have appealed decisions to the City Council have agreed to have
their applications remanded to the Planning Commission.

LEGAL REVIEW:

The draft resolution has been reviewed and approved as to form by the City Attorney’s
Office.

CONCLUSION:

Remanding these decisions back to the Planning Commission and Director of
Development Services for further consideration will ensure that all applications for group
homes and licensed drug and alcohol treatment facilities in residential zones are
evaluated under the same regulations.

SHERI VANDER DUSSEN, AICP JAY TREVINO, AICP

Interim Assistant Director Development  Services  Department
Consultant
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